
Reading Mock 2 — answer booklet
Answers and how to award the marks
Accept any answer that means the same as the points listed, even if it is worded differently. Spelling
and grammar are not marked in the reading test. The domain column shows the reading skill each
question tests (2a word meaning · 2b retrieval · 2c summarising · 2d inference · 2e prediction · 2f
structure · 2g language · 2h comparison).

The Kite on Bramble Hill

Q Answer Marks How to award Domain

1 Grandad / the speaker's
grandad.

1 Award 1 mark for Grandad or grandad. Also accept
'his/her grandfather'.

2b

2 Climbing the hill was
hard work for him.

1 Award 1 mark for the correct box ticked. 2d

3 blue 1 Award 1 mark for 'blue'. Do not accept 'scarlet'. 2b

4 Acceptable points:
• the wind was not strong
enough yet / they needed
a strong gust to lift the
kite
• so the speaker could
feel when the wind was
coming
• if they let go too soon
the kite would fall.

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point that links waiting
to the wind. Do not accept answers that only say 'to be
patient' with no reference to the wind or the kite flying.

2d

5 jerked about wildly 1 Award 1 mark for the correct box ticked. 2a

6 Acceptable points:
• it moved suddenly /
quickly / unexpectedly
• it shot upwards as if it
had been frightened
• it seemed to be alive
and trying to escape.

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point about the
sudden, quick or lively movement of the kite. Do not
accept 'it flew like a bird' without further explanation.

2g

7 a dog running in circles
washing blowing on lines

1 Award 1 mark for both correct boxes ticked and no
others.

2b

8 Acceptable points:
• the town looked very
small, like toys, because

2 Award 2 marks for an explanation that links the small,
toy-like appearance of the town to the height of the kite,
OR that gives two acceptable points (e.g. small and

2g



the kite was so high up
• the buildings, cars and
people looked scattered /
jumbled / spread out, like
toys tipped out of a box
• the town looked
colourful / like a play
town, not a real one.

scattered). Award 1 mark for one simple acceptable
point, e.g. 'it looked small'. Do not accept answers that
say the town was messy or that there were real toys.

9 taut 1 Award 1 mark for 'taut'. Do not accept 'tight', which is in
the first line, or 'true'.

2a

10 Acceptable points:
• amazed / full of wonder
• free / as if they were
flying too
• joyful / thrilled / happy
and peaceful
• connected to the kite
and the sky.

1 Award 1 mark for a feeling that fits the line, e.g. 'free, as
if they were flying with the kite' or 'full of wonder'. Do not
accept answers that only say 'happy' without further
explanation, or negative feelings such as 'scared'.

2d

11 The wind became
weaker.

1 Award 1 mark for the correct box ticked. 2a

12 Acceptable points:
• they were still thinking
about flying the kite
• the excitement / feeling
of flying had stayed with
them
• they wanted to go back
and fly the kite again
• the day was special / a
memory they would
keep.

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point. Do not accept
literal answers such as 'the wind was pulling their coat'.

2d

13 We climbed the hill… →
The speaker and
Grandad walk up the hill.
Then all at once… → The
kite suddenly takes off.
When evening came…
→ The kite is brought
back down.
We walked back home…
→ The speaker goes
home, still thinking about
the kite.

1 Award 1 mark for all four correctly matched. 2f

The Map in the Library Book



Q Answer Marks How to award Domain

14 Acceptable points:
• the children have been lying
around doing nothing
• they have been so bored / still
for so long that they are like
furniture
• they need to get up and do
something.

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point that shows
understanding that the children have been
inactive or bored. Do not accept literal answers,
e.g. 'they will become a sofa'.

2d

15 polish and old paper 1 Award 1 mark for both 'polish' and 'old paper'.
Accept 'paper' for 'old paper'.

2b

16 leapt 1 Award 1 mark for the correct box ticked. 2a

17 The map was drawn in pencil.
— True
The map showed the duck
pond. — True
The library was marked on the
map. — False
The school was at the top of the
map. — True
The cross was in the middle of
the playground. — False

2 Award 2 marks for all five correct. Award 1 mark
for three or four correct.

2b

18 Acceptable points:
• she was secretly excited
• she hoped it might really lead
to treasure
• she was pretending not to care
/ to be sensible, but she was
curious.

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point that
recognises Millie's hidden excitement or hope. Do
not accept 'she thought it was silly' or 'she was
scared'.

2d

19 Class 6, Mr Bell 1 Award 1 mark for 'Class 6, Mr Bell'. Punctuation
need not be exact.

2b

20 Acceptable points: William:
• talked non-stop / excitedly
about the map
• kept imagining treasure, e.g.
pirates, gold coins, a lost crown,
a secret tunnel. Millie:
• was quiet / said nothing at all
• was thinking carefully / trying
to work out where the cross was
• was thinking about the school
and the sundial.

2 Award 2 marks for an answer that describes both
William's and Millie's behaviour, e.g. 'William
chattered excitedly about pirates and gold, but
Millie was quiet because she was working out
where the cross was.' Award 1 mark for an
answer that describes only one child accurately.

2h

21 He was eager to find out what
was buried.

1 Award 1 mark for the correct box ticked. 2d

22 Acceptable points:
• he was disappointed / losing

1 Award 1 mark for a feeling (e.g. disappointed,
losing hope) linked to finding nothing. Do not

2d



hope because they had dug for
a long time and found nothing
• he was worried there was no
treasure after all.

accept 'he was tired' or 'he was shy'.

23 prise 1 Award 1 mark for 'prise'. Also accept 'prise it
open'.

2a

24 a class photograph
a handful of marbles

1 Award 1 mark for both correct boxes ticked and
no others.

2b

25 Acceptable points (with example
evidence):
• one of the letters had been
written by their own Gran when
she was a girl ('From Rosie
Hale, aged 10'; 'the name Gran
had before she married
Grandpa')
• it brought back strong
memories and feelings for Gran
('she began to laugh and cry at
the same time'; 'wiping her
eyes')
• Gran never expected her own
grandchildren to find it ('I never
dreamed it would be my own
grandchildren')
• the children thought it was
precious and treated it with
great care ('as carefully as if it
were made of glass'; 'it was
better than gold')
• it connected them to children
from the past who went to their
school ('a message from
children who had once sat in
their classroom').

3 Award 3 marks for two acceptable points, at least
one with evidence. Award 2 marks for two
acceptable points with no evidence, or one
acceptable point with evidence. Award 1 mark for
one acceptable point. Do not accept answers that
only say 'because it was treasure' or 'because it
had gold in it'.

2d

26 4 Mr Pike's spade hits
something buried.
3 Millie works out where the
cross really is.
1 A folded sheet of paper falls
out of a book.
5 William notices a name on
one of the letters.
2 Mrs Okafor studies the map at
her desk.

1 Award 1 mark for all events numbered correctly. 2c

27 Acceptable predictions:
• she will write a letter for
someone in the future to find

2 Award 2 marks for a plausible prediction
supported by evidence from the text. Award 1
mark for a plausible prediction with no supporting

2e



• she will make her own time
capsule / bury it for future
children to discover. Acceptable
evidence:
• she writes 'To whoever finds
this…', the same words as the
note in the tin
• she has seen how special the
time capsule was for Gran
• she uses her very best
handwriting, as if the letter is
important.

evidence. Do not accept predictions that are not
linked to the text, e.g. 'she will go to bed'.

Rivers of Ice

Q Answer Marks How to award Domain

28 It moves too slowly for
people to see.

1 Award 1 mark for the correct box ticked. 2d

29 Antarctica and Greenland 1 Award 1 mark for both Antarctica and Greenland. Do
not accept the Alps or the Himalayas.

2b

30 delicate 1 Award 1 mark for 'delicate'. Do not accept 'feathery'. 2a

31 Acceptable points:
• it builds up in layers, year
after year
• the weight of new snow
presses down on the older
snow
• the snowflakes are crushed
together
• the air between the
snowflakes is squeezed out
• it turns into hard, grainy
crystals
• it becomes solid ice.

2 Award 1 mark for each acceptable point, up to a
maximum of 2 marks. Two different points are
needed for 2 marks.

2b

32 Acceptable points:
• thick ice soaks up some of
the other colours in sunlight
• so mostly blue light reaches
our eyes
• because the ice is so dense
/ thick.

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point. Do not
accept 'because it is cold' or 'because it reflects the
sky'.

2b

33 Acceptable points:
• even though it is solid, it
can slowly bend / change
shape / flow

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point about the ice
being able to bend or flow slowly. Do not accept
answers that say the ice is sweet, sticky to touch or
melting.

2g



• it moves very slowly and
stickily, like soft toffee.

34 Gravity pulls a heavy glacier
downhill. — True
Meltwater underneath a
glacier can help it to slide. —
True
Most glaciers move quickly
enough to watch. — False
Crevasses form in the ice at
the very bottom of a glacier.
— False

1 Award 1 mark for all four correct. 2b

35 Acceptable points:
• a river valley is V-shaped,
but a glacier valley is U-
shaped
• a river valley is narrow, but
a glacier valley is broad /
wide
• a glacier valley has a wide,
flat floor (a river valley does
not)
• a glacier valley has steep
sides
• a glacier valley is deeper,
because the ice has scoured
away the floor.

2 Award 1 mark for each acceptable difference, up to a
maximum of 2 marks. Each point must make a
comparison or clearly describe a feature of one
valley that the text shows the other does not have.
Do not award 2 marks for the same difference
expressed twice (e.g. 'V-shaped' and 'pointed at the
bottom').

2h

36 glacier → an enormous mass
of ice that moves slowly on
land
crevasse → a deep crack in
the surface of the ice
erratic → a boulder left far
from where it came from
meltwater → water from
melting ice

1 Award 1 mark for all four correctly matched. 2b

37 Acceptable points:
• the ice has gone, but the
landscape it shaped is still
here
• we can still see its effects in
the U-shaped valleys, lakes,
glens and lochs.

1 Award 1 mark for an answer showing that the ice's
effects on the land remain. Do not accept answers
that say there is still ice in the UK.

2d

38 Acceptable points:
• to see how much the
glaciers have changed /
shrunk over time
• to find out how far glaciers

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point about seeing
or proving change over time. Do not accept 'because
they like old photographs'.

2d



have pulled back
• to provide evidence that
glaciers are shrinking.

39 Acceptable points:
• there might not be enough
water for their crops in hot,
dry summers
• their crops could fail / not
grow, so there would be less
food
• they might lose money /
struggle to earn a living.

1 Award 1 mark for an answer that links less river
water to a problem for crops or farming. Do not
accept 'their farms would flood'.

2d

40 Acceptable points (with
example evidence):
• the writer states it directly
('one of the most powerful
forces on our planet')
• glaciers grind and wear
away solid rock ('scraping
and grinding the rock below';
'they act like giant
sandpaper')
• glaciers pull rocks out of the
ground and carry them ('The
glacier plucks these rocks
away')
• glaciers change the shape
of whole valleys ('it scours
away the sides and the floor,
widening and deepening it';
'carved into a broad U
shape')
• glaciers can move
enormous boulders a long
way ('colossal conveyor
belts'; 'sometimes for many
miles')
• glaciers shaped the
landscape of Britain ('it
shaped the very ground
beneath our feet')
• glaciers are huge and
heavy ('sometimes hundreds
of metres thick'; 'an
enormous mass of ice').

3 Award 3 marks for two acceptable points, at least
one with evidence. Award 2 marks for two
acceptable points with no evidence, or one
acceptable point with evidence. Award 1 mark for
one acceptable point. Do not accept answers that
only say 'because they are big' or 'because they are
cold'.

2d


