
Reading Mock 1 — answer booklet
Answers and how to award the marks
Accept any answer that means the same as the points listed, even if it is worded differently. Spelling
and grammar are not marked in the reading test. The domain column shows the reading skill each
question tests (2a word meaning · 2b retrieval · 2c summarising · 2d inference · 2e prediction · 2f
structure · 2g language · 2h comparison).

Puffins: Clowns of the Sea

Q Answer Marks How to award Domain

1 the clown of the sea 1 Award 1 mark for 'the clown of the sea' or 'clown of
the sea'. Also accept 'a clown'.

2b

2 out on the open sea 1 Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked. 2b

3 ashore 1 Award 1 mark for 'ashore'. 2a

4 Acceptable points:
• to attract a mate / partner
• to show that they are
healthy and strong

2 Award 1 mark for each acceptable point, up to a
maximum of 2 marks. 'To show they are healthy' and
'to show they are strong' count as the same point. Do
not accept 'to look nice' or 'to scare predators'.

2b

5 dropped off 1 Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked. 2a

6 Acceptable points:
• postcard photos are taken
in spring/summer (the
breeding season), when
puffins are on land and their
beaks are colourful
• in January the puffin's beak
is smaller and duller and its
face is darker grey

1 Award 1 mark for an answer that links the postcard
to the colourful summer/breeding-season
appearance, or explains the duller winter
appearance, e.g. 'the postcard photo was taken in
summer when its beak is bright'. Do not accept
answers that only say 'it is a different puffin'.

2d

7 Puffins lay their eggs on bare
cliff ledges. — False
Puffins sometimes move into
old rabbit burrows. — True
Puffins use their beaks and
feet to dig. — True
The female puffin lays two
eggs. — False
Only the mother keeps the
egg warm. — False

2 Award 2 marks for all five correct. Award 1 mark for
three or four correct.

2b



8 4 The puffling swims out to
sea alone.
1 The female lays a single
egg in the burrow.
3 The parents bring fish to
the puffling in the burrow.
2 The puffling hatches,
covered in dark grey down.

1 Award 1 mark for all four events numbered correctly. 2b

9 Acceptable points:
• they stop looking after /
feeding it
• they do not go with it / leave
it to survive on its own

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point. Do not
accept answers that simply repeat 'it must look after
itself' without saying what the parents do.

2d

10 sand eels
sprats

1 Award 1 mark for both correct options ticked and no
others.

2b

11 Acceptable points:
• puffins are not really flying
because they are in the
water
• their wings move as if they
are flying, but they are
actually swimming
• the word is not meant
literally

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point showing that
the word is not being used in its usual/literal sense.
Do not accept 'because it is a quote' or 'to show
someone is speaking'.

2g

12 Acceptable points:
• in winter, puffins live far out
at sea
• they do not come back to
land at all until spring
• the colonies are empty after
summer

1 Award 1 mark for an explanation that refers to puffins
being far out at sea / not returning to land until
spring.

2d

13 Acceptable points:
• the puffins' burrows are
underground in the soft
clifftop, so walking off the
path could crush or damage
them
• visitors might tread on eggs
or pufflings hidden in burrows
• to avoid disturbing the
nesting puffins

1 Award 1 mark for an answer linked to protecting the
burrows, eggs, chicks or nesting birds. Do not accept
'so they don't get lost' or 'so they don't fall off the
cliff'.

2d

14 Why is the beak so colourful?
→ what the beak's colours
are for and how they change
Home sweet burrow → how
and where puffins nest
What do puffins eat? → how

1 Award 1 mark for all four correctly matched. 2c



puffins hunt and carry their
food
Where do puffins go in
winter? → how puffins spend
the colder months far from
land

The Hedgehog Highway

Q Answer Marks How to award Domain

15 Acceptable points:
• the rain was very heavy /
hard
• it hit the window with
force
• it was loud / made a
rattling or clattering noise

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point about the force,
heaviness or noise of the rain. Do not accept 'it was
wet' or 'it was stony'.

2g

16 Any two of:
• plant pots (knocked on
their sides)
• the washing line
(snapped)
• a fence panel (blown flat
onto the lawn)

1 Award 1 mark for any two acceptable points. 2b

17 Acceptable points:
• he came out straight
away / as soon as he got
up, because he had not got
dressed or brushed his hair
• he was so eager/excited
to see the damage or talk
to Edie that he rushed out

1 Award 1 mark for an answer showing that Harry
rushed out immediately, linked to the evidence of
pyjamas/untidy hair or to his eagerness. Do not accept
'he was tired' on its own.

2d

18 a pine cone 1 Award 1 mark for 'a pine cone' or 'pine cone'. 2b

19 Acceptable points:
• Harry never raised his
voice, so it was a surprise
• Harry was usually quiet
and let Edie decide things
• she did not expect him to
stop her

1 Award 1 mark for an answer showing it was
unexpected because of how Harry usually behaves.
Do not accept 'because he was loud' without reference
to it being unusual.

2d

20 Acceptable points:
• milk is bad for hedgehogs
/ gives them upset tummies
• you should not pick a
hedgehog up with bare
hands

2 Award 1 mark for each acceptable point, up to a
maximum of 2 marks. Gloves, box and towel together
count as one point.

2b



• a hedgehog out in the
daytime usually means
something is wrong
• you need gloves, a box
and an old towel
• you should phone a
hedgehog rescue

21 She put aside her wish to
be the one in charge.

1 Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked. 2a

22 Acceptable points:
• Edie usually decides
things, but she asked him
to be in charge
• she called him 'the expert'
• he was not used to
people listening to him /
taking his advice

1 Award 1 mark for an answer showing that Edie
handing control to Harry, or calling him the expert, was
unusual.

2d

23 the football boot box → to
carry the hedgehog in
the gardening gloves → to
protect Harry's hands
the hot-water bottle → to
keep the hedgehog warm
the shallow dish → to give
the hedgehog a drink

1 Award 1 mark for all four correctly matched. 2b

24 Acceptable points:
• she is honest (she admits
her own mistake)
• she is fair / generous —
she gives Harry the credit
• she is no longer annoyed
with Harry / she is proud of
him

1 Award 1 mark for any acceptable point about Edie's
character or feelings. Do not accept 'she is pointing' or
answers that only retell the event.

2d

25 What it is:
• a small gap at the bottom
of a fence (about the size
of a CD case). Why it is
needed:
• hedgehogs travel a long
way at night looking for
food
• fences often block their
way

2 Award 2 marks for an answer that explains both what a
hedgehog highway is AND why it is needed. Award 1
mark for an answer that explains only one of these.

2b

26 Acceptable points (yes):
• there is now a gap in their
fence, so Gale can travel
through their gardens at
night

1 Award 1 mark for a plausible prediction supported by
reference to the text. Do not accept a prediction with
no explanation.

2e



• Edie says 'She knows the
way already'
• Harry calls it 'her
highway', so she will keep
using it
• they were told hedgehogs
travel a long way looking
for food. Also accept a
reasoned 'no', e.g.
hedgehogs only come out
at night, when the children
are asleep.

27 Acceptable points:
• At the start, Harry is quiet
/ shy and lets Edie be in
charge, e.g. 'Harry never
raised his voice'; 'he
usually let Edie decide
things'; 'he was the quiet
one'.
• He becomes confident /
brave enough to speak up
and stop Edie, e.g. ''Don't!'
he said, so sharply that she
jumped'; 'he did not let go'.
• He takes charge and uses
his knowledge, e.g. 'Then
he nodded and took
charge'; 'lifted the
hedgehog into it as gently
as if it were made of glass'.
• By the end he is proud /
pleased with himself, e.g.
'Harry turned so red that
even his ears glowed, but
he was smiling too'; 'Of
course she does… It's her
highway.'

3 Award 3 marks for two acceptable points (for example,
how Harry is at the start and how he is later), at least
one with evidence. Award 2 marks for two acceptable
points with no evidence, or one acceptable point with
evidence. Award 1 mark for one acceptable point.
Answers must show a change for full marks; do not
accept answers that only describe what Harry does to
help the hedgehog without referring to his character or
feelings.

2d

The Girl on the Promenade

Q Answer Marks How to award Domain

28 a hut on wheels where visitors
changed before bathing

1 Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked. 2b

29 Acceptable points:
• she thinks they are
unnecessary / silly / a waste of
effort

1 Award 1 mark for an answer showing Ada thinks
the machines are unnecessary or over the top. Do
not accept 'she likes them'.

2d



• she thinks the visitors make
too much fuss just to go in the
sea
• she does not see why anyone
would mind being seen in the
water

30 Money was too important to
turn down.

1 Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked. 2a

31 the railway (had come to the
town)

1 Award 1 mark for reference to the railway / trains. 2b

32 Acceptable points:
• 'as gentle as a sleeping cat'
suggests the sea can be calm,
quiet, peaceful or harmless
• 'as savage as a wolf' suggests
the sea can be wild, fierce,
dangerous or violent
• together they show the sea
can change suddenly / is
unpredictable

2 Award 2 marks for an answer that explains both
comparisons, e.g. 'Sometimes the sea is calm and
peaceful, but it can suddenly become wild and
dangerous.' Award 1 mark for an explanation of
one comparison only. Do not accept answers that
only say the sea is like animals.

2g

33 Acceptable points:
• jealousy / envy / resentment,
because the girl's clothes were
clean and new while Ada's feet
were sandy and her skirt was
stiff with salt
• she felt poor / scruffy /
ashamed compared with the
girl

1 Award 1 mark for naming an appropriate feeling
(jealous, envious, resentful, ashamed, bitter) with
a reason linked to the text. Do not accept 'angry' or
'sick' without a reason.

2d

34 sad and regretful 1 Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked. 2a

35 Acceptable points:
• she wants to remember
exactly what the sea feels like,
because she is not allowed to
go in it herself
• she is imagining the feeling of
the water
• Ada's description is precious
to her

1 Award 1 mark for an answer that links Lucinda's
action to wanting to remember or imagine the sea,
because she cannot experience it herself.

2d

36 Acceptable points:
• she had kept it on her
windowsill for years
• 'It was the most precious thing
she owned'
• she wrapped it in a clean
handkerchief
• she pushed it into Lucinda's

2 Award 1 mark for each acceptable piece of
evidence, up to a maximum of 2 marks. Evidence
may be quoted or put in the pupil's own words.

2d



hands 'before she could
change her mind'
• she kept the note 'in the
space where the shell used to
be'

37 is not permitted to go on the
sand — Lucinda
walks barefoot on the beach —
Ada
keeps a note on her windowsill
— Ada
goes home to London —
Lucinda

1 Award 1 mark for all four correct. 2h

38 Acceptable points:
• it links back to where Ada first
saw Lucinda sitting, showing
how much has changed
• it shows Ada misses Lucinda /
hopes she will come back
• at the start Ada disliked the
girl on the bench, but now the
empty bench makes her feel
lonely

1 Award 1 mark for an answer that explains the link
to the earlier part of the story OR shows that Ada
now misses Lucinda / hopes she will return. Do not
accept 'because it is the end'.

2f

39 First impressions of people can
be wrong.

1 Award 1 mark for the correct option ticked. 2c

40 Acceptable points:
• At first, Ada is jealous of /
dislikes Lucinda and thinks she
is stuck-up, e.g. 'felt something
hot and sour rise in her chest';
''Stuck-up,' Ada muttered';
'Thinks she's too grand for the
likes of us'.
• After talking to her, Ada
understands / feels sorry for
Lucinda, e.g. 'Ada did not know
what to say'; 'It had never
occurred to her that Lucinda
might have been gazing at the
sea… with longing'.
• By the end, Ada likes / cares
about Lucinda and becomes
her friend, e.g. she gives her
'the most precious thing she
owned'; 'found that she was
smiling too'.
• She misses Lucinda after she
leaves, e.g. 'she found herself

3 Award 3 marks for two acceptable points (for
example, how Ada feels at the start and how she
feels later), at least one with evidence. Award 2
marks for two acceptable points with no evidence,
or one acceptable point with evidence. Award 1
mark for one acceptable point. Answers must
describe a change in feelings for full marks; do not
accept answers that only retell events.

2d



looking towards the empty
bench'.


